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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. Applicant's preliminary amendment filed on February 13, 2004 has been entered. 
No claim has been amended. Claims 1-13 have been cancelled. Claims 14-36 have 
been added. Claims 14-36 are still pending in this application, with claims 14 and 25 
being independent. 



Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "142" has been used to designate both "AC prongs" (page 
7, line 16) and "AC connector 31 (page 7, line 16). In addition, note reference character 
"130", used to designate "power supply" (page 6, line 4) and "batter/ 1 (page 8, line 10). 

The applicant is advised that the reference characters must be properly applied, 
with no single reference character being used for two different parts or for a given part 
and a modification of such part. See MPEP §608.01(g). Correction is required. 

The applicant is further advised that this action only exemplifies the objections to 
the drawings, applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting all the occurrences of 
the cited, or any other errors of which applicant may become aware in the specification. 

3. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
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prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet 
submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as 
either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the 
changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of 
any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 



Claim Objections 

4. Claim 14 is objected to because of the following informalities: it recites the 
limitation "the rechargeable batter/' in line 8. There is insufficient antecedent basis for 
this limitation in the claim. 

The cited lack of antecedent instances do not amount to indefinitiveness under 
35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, since is readily apparent that the claims are referring 
back to the previously recited rechargeable power supply (line 3). However, appropriate 
correction is required to place the claims in proper form for allowance. 

The Examiner respectfully suggests amending line 8 of Claim 14 to read: 

power to the AC-to-DC converter for recharging the rechargeable 
kattefy power supply . 

5. Claim 1 8 is objected to because of the following informalities: it recites the 
limitation "the second housing" in line 1 . There is insufficient antecedent basis for this 
limitation in the claim. 
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The cited lack of antecedent instances do not amount to indefinitiveness under 
35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, since is readily apparent that the claims are referring 
back to the second housing recited in previous Claim 15. However, appropriate 
correction is required to place the claims in proper form for allowance. The applicant is 
advised that in comparing the claims with the Prior Art the Examiner assumed claim 18 
to be dependent on Claim 15. 

The Examiner respectfully suggests amending Claim 18 to read: 

The portable light of claim 46 15, wherein the second housing 
meets UL standard 1310. 

6. Claims 19, 23 and 24 are objected for the same reasons as Claim 18 (see 
Section 4, above). 

7. Claim 35 is objected to because of the following informalities: it is dependent on 
inexistent Claim 2512, and it recites the limitation "the handle" in line 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

The dependency of Claim 35 on Claim 2512 was interpreted as a typographical 
error. The applicant is advised that in comparing the claims with the Prior Art the 
Examiner assumed claim 35 to be dependent on Claim 25. 

Regarding the lack of antecedent basis, the Examiner respectfully suggests 
amending Claim 35 to read: 
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The light source of claim 2542 25, further comprising a switch 
arranged on the a handle, the switch making and breaking a connection 
between the light source and the power supply. 



8. Claim 36 is objected to because of the following informalities: it recites the 
limitation "the switch" in line 3. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in 
the claim. 

The cited lack of antecedent instances do not amount to indefinitiveness under 
35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, since is readily apparent that the claims are referring 
back to the switch recited in previous Claim 35. However, appropriate correction is 
required to place the claims in proper form for allowance. The applicant is advised that 
in comparing the claims with the Prior Art the Examiner assumed claim 36 to be 
dependent on Claim 36. 

The Examiner respectfully suggests amending Claim 18 to read: 

The light source of claim 32 35, further comprising a locking 
mechanism disposed on the handle, the locking mechanism for being 
actuated by a user to interact with the switch to lock the switch in an or 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

9. Claims 14-17, 23-27, 35 and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by WERNER (U.S. Pat. 2,628,339). 

10. WERNER discloses an illumination device having: 

a first housing (as recited in claims 14 and 25), Figure 1 , 
reference numbers 11,14 and 75; 

a rechargeable power supply (as recited in claims 14 and 25), 

column 3, line 50; 

the power supply being disposed in the first housing (as 
recited in claims 14 and 25), column 3, lines 50-55; 
a light source (as recited in claims 14 and 25), Figure 1 , 
reference number 16; 

the light source being coupled to the power supply (as recited 
in claims 14 and 25), inherent; 

an AC to DC converter (as recited in claims 14 and 25), Figure 
1, reference number 80; 
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the converter being disposed within the first housing (as 
recited in claims 14 and 25), as seen in Figure 1; 
the converter including an AC connector (as recited in Claim 
14), Figure 1, reference number 79; 

the AC connector being arranged for connection to an external 

power cord (as recited in Claim 14), as evidenced by Figure 2; 

the AC connector being arranged for delivering AC power to 

the converter for recharging the rechargeable power supply 

(as recited in Claim 14), column 5, lines 1-11; 

the converter including a second housing (as recited in claims 

15 and 25), Figure 1, reference numbers 80 and 81; 

the converter including an AC to DC converter circuitry (as 

recited in claims 15 and 25), column 4, lines 55-64; 

the converter circuitry being disposed within the second 

housing (as recited in Claim 15), as seen in Figure 1; 

the AC connector including prongs (as recited in Claim 16), 

Figure 1, reference number 79; 

the converter circuitry including a wall cube (as recited in 
claims 17 and 27), as seen in Figure 1; 

the first housing substantially enclosing the second housing 

(as recited in Claim 26), a s seen in Figure 1; 

a switch (as recited in Claim 35), Figure 1, reference number 36; 
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a handle (as recited in Claim 35), Figure 1 , reference number 1 1 ; 
the switch being arranged in the handle (as recited in Claim 

35), column 3, lines 43-55; 

the switch making and breaking a connection between the 
light and the power supply (as recited in Claim 35), column 3, 
lines 42-49; 

a locking mechanism (as recited in Claim 36), as evidenced by 
Figure 1; 

the locking mechanism being disposed on the handle (as 
recited in Claim 36), as seen in Figure 1; and 
the locking mechanism being actuated by a user to interact 
with the switch to lock the switch in an ON position (as recited 
in Claim 36), as evidenced by column 3, lines 42-49. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

11. Claims 18, 19, 28 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 



unpatentable over WERNER (U.S. Pat. 2,628,339). 
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12. WERNER discloses an illumination device having: 

a first housing (as recited in claims 14 and 25), Figure 1, 
reference numbers 11, 14 and 75; 

a rechargeable power supply (as recited in claims 14 and 25), 

column 3, line 50; 

the power supply being disposed in the first housing (as 
recited in claims 14 and 25), column 3, lines 50-55; 
a light source (as recited in claims 14 and 25), Figure 1 , 
reference number 16; 

the light source being coupled to the power supply (as recited 
in claims 14 and 25), inherent; 

an AC to DC converter (as recited in claims 14 and 25), Figure 
1 , reference number 80; 

the converter being disposed within the first housing (as 
recited in claims 14 and 25), as seen in Figure 1; 
the converter including an AC connector (as recited in Claim 
14), Figure 1, reference number 79; 

the AC connector being arranged for connection to an external 
power cord (as recited in Claim 14), as evidenced by Figure 2; 
the AC connector including prongs (as recited in Claim 16), 
Figure 1 , reference number 79; 
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the AC connector being arranged for delivering AC power to 

the converter for recharging the rechargeable power supply 

(as recited in Claim 14), column 5, lines 1-11; 

the converter including a second housing (as recited in Claim 

25), Figure 1, reference numbers 80 and 81; and 

the converter including an AC to DC converter circuitry (as 

recited in Claim 25), column 4, lines 55-64. 

13. WERNER discloses all the limitations of the claims, except the second housing 
meeting the UL Standard 1310, or UL Standard 94 V1. 

14. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
claimed invention was made to have the second housing satisfy the requirements of UL 
Standard 1310, or UL Standard 94 V1 (as recited in claims 18, 19, 28 and 29), 
since satisfying the operational and/or regulatory requirements of a particular 
application would have flown naturally to one of ordinary skill in the art. 

15. Claims 20-22, 30, 33 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over WERNER (U.S. Pat. 2,628,339) in view of ZELLER (U.S. Pat. 
6,260,985). 
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16. WERNER discloses an illumination device having: 

a first housing (as recited in claims 14 and 25), Figure 1 , 
reference numbers 11, 14 and 75; 

a rechargeable power supply (as recited in claims 14 and 25), 

column 3, line 50; 

the power supply being disposed in the first housing (as 
recited in claims 14 and 25), column 3, lines 50-55; 
a light source (as recited in claims 14 and 25), Figure 1 , 
reference number 16; 

the light source being coupled to the power supply (as recited 
in claims 14 and 25), inherent; 

an AC to DC converter (as recited in claims 14 and 25), Figure 
1, reference number 80; 

the converter being disposed within the first housing (as 
recited in claims 14 and 25), as seen in Figure 1; 
the converter including an AC connector (as recited in Claim 
14), Figure 1 , reference number 79; 

the AC connector being arranged for connection to an external 
power cord (as recited in Claim 14), as evidenced by Figure 2; 
the AC connector being arranged for delivering AC power to 
the converter for recharging the rechargeable power supply 
(as recited in Claim 14), column 5, lines 1-11; 
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a handle (as recited in claims 20 and 30), Figure 1, reference 
number 11; 

the handle having a first end and a second end (as recited in 
claims 20 and 30), as seen in Figure 1; 
the light source being disposed on the handle (as recited in 
claims 21 and 33), as seen in Figure 1 ; 

the converter including a second housing (as recited in Claim 

25), Figure 1, reference numbers 80 and 81; and 

the converter including an AC to DC converter circuitry (as 

recited in Claim 25), column 4, lines 55-64. 

17. WERNER discloses all the limitations of the claims, except: 

the handle being pivotally coupled to the first housing (as recited in 
claims 20 and 30); 

the handle being pivotable between a raised position and a lowered 
position (as recited in claims 22 and 30); 
a pivot coupling (as recited in Claim 30); 

the coupling joining the second end of the handle to the housing (as 
recited in Claim 30); 

a second light source (as recited in Claim 34); and 

the second light source being disposed in the housing (as recited in 

Claim 34). 
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18. ZELLER discloses an illumination device having: 

a first housing (as recited in claims 14 and 25), Figure 1 , 
reference number 14; 

a rechargeable power supply (as recited in claims 14 and 25), 
column 4, lines 40-49; 

the power supply being disposed in the first housing (as 
recited in claims 14 and 25), column 4, lines 40-49; 
a light source (as recited in claims 14 and 25), as evidenced by 
column 3, lines 8-17; 

the light source being coupled to the power supply (as recited 
in claims 14 and 25), inherent; 

a handle (as recited in claims 20 and 30), Figure 1, reference 
number 16; 

the handle having a first end (as recited in claims 20 and 30), 
Figure 1, reference number 22; 

the handle having a second end (as recited in claims 20 and 
30), Figure 1 , reference number 20; 

the light source being disposed on the handle (as recited in 
claims 21 and 33), as seen in Figure 1; 
the handle being pivotally coupled to the first housing (as 
recited in claims 20 and 30), column 3, lines 9-12; 
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the handle being pivotable between a raised position and a 
lowered position (as recited in claims 22 and 30), column 3, 
lines 9-15; 

a pivot coupling (as recited in Claim 30), as evidenced by 
column 3, lines 9-12; 

the coupling joining the second end of the handle to the 
housing (as recited in Claim 30), column 3, lines 9-12; 
a second light source (as recited in Claim 34), Figure 23, 
reference number 100; and 

the second light source being disposed in the housing (as 
recited in Claim 34), as seen in Figure 23. 

19. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
claimed invention was made to add the pivotable handle of ZELLER to the illumination 
device of WERNER, to be able to redirect the light from the light source in any desired 
direction independent of the housing, as per the teachings of ZELLER (see column 3, 
lines 9-18). 

20. In addition, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the claimed invention was made to add a second light source to the housing of 
WERNER, to increase the utility of the illumination device, as per the teachings of 
ZELLER. 
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21. Claims 31 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over WERNER (U.S. Pat. 2,628,339) in view of ZELLER (U.S. Pat. 6,260,985) as 
applied to claims 25 and 30 above, and further in view of YUEN. 

22. WERNER and ZELLER disclose individually, or suggest in combination, all the 
limitations of the claims (as detailed in sections 16-20 of the instant Office Action) 
except: 

a lock (as recited in Claim 31); 

they lock being configured to lock the handle in at least one of the 

raised and lowered positions (as recited in Claim 31); and 

the lock having a spring lock mechanism (as recited in Claim 32). 

23. YUEN discloses a mechanism for locking handles of illumination devices (Figure 
6, reference number 50) in one of a plurality of operational positions, such locking 
mechanism being spring pressure mechanism (Figure 6, reference number 52). 

24. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
claimed invention was made to use the locking mechanism of YUEN in the illumination 
device of WERNER and ZELLER, to be able to lock the handle in a desired position, as 
per the teachings of YUEN (see column 6, lines 32-49). 
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Relevant Prior Art 

25. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Oldenburger (U.S. Pat. 3,250,909), Shigeo (U.S. Pat. 4,422,130) and Hsiao 
(U.S. Pat. 4,535,391) disclose illumination devices having a housing including 
rechargeable batteries, and a light source located inside a pivotable lamp head. The 
devices further include integrated AC to DC converters for recharging the batteries. 

Talbot etal. (U.S. Pat. 2,861,174), Umholtz (U.S. Pat. 3,233,092), Dahl (U.S. 
Pat. 3,479,499) and Otagoshi (U.S. Pat. 3,961,175) disclose a plurality of illumination 
devices having a light source located inside a lamp head, such lamp heads being 
pivotally attached to a housing including batteries. 



Conclusion 

26. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ismael Negron whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2376. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00 A.M. to 6:00 
P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra L. O'Shea, can be reached on (571) 272-2378. The facsimile 
machine number for the Art Group is (703) 872-9306. 
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27. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications maybe obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, go to http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you 
have questions on access to Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) toll-free at 866-217-9197. 





THOMAS M.SEMBER 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



September 3, 2005 



